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Bogotá, Colombia  
January 27, 2016 
 
Juan Manuel Santos 
President of Colombia 
 
Humberto de la Calle  
Lead Colombian Government Negotiator 
 
Sergio Jaramillo 
High Commissioner for Peace 
 
Frank Pearl 
Commissioner for the Exploratory Dialogs with the ELN 
 
Timoleón Jiménez 
FARC-EP Commander 
 
Luciano Marín 
Lead FARC-EP Negotiator 
 
Nicolás Rodríguez  
ELN Commander 
 
Re: DiPaz Statement On the Latest Agreements 
 
Greetings, 
 
The agreements on Victims and Verification have affirmed the swiftness and seriousness of 
the negotiations. As the Interchurch Dialog for Peace – DiPaz we have followed and analyzed 
the meaning of these agreements and the repercussion these measures will have in Colombia. 
Faithful to our call as part of Colombian civil society and feeling this to be an opportune time 
(kairos1), we offer to carry out specific elements of these agreements.  
 
The agreement on Victims and its “Holistic System of Truth, Justice, Reparations and Non-
repetition” that includes the “Special Jurisdiction for Peace and Commitments on Human 
Rights”, opens up the possibility of compensation for all victims in Colombia and places us as 
a society in a new stage where churches and church-based organizations can continue to fulfill 
our role advocating for truth, justice, reparations and reconciliation.  
																																																													

1	In	Christian	theology	this	means	“an	opportune	and	adequate	time,	God’s	time”.	
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In alignment with our identity, abilities and capacity, as DiPaz we feel that we are a part of 
this agreement, in particular with the objectives related to the satisfaction of the rights of the 
victims, the territorial, differentiated and gender focus, the coexistence and reconciliation and 
the legitimacy of the peace process. 
 
Also in regards to the Commission for Clarifying Truth, Coexistence and Non-repetition, we 
would like to offer our experience in human rights documentation to the Holistic System 
proposed by the negotiation table. The restorative and reparation measures are aligned with 
our Biblical, theological and pastoral understanding of truth and justice. Therefore we offer 
our support in working for the widest acceptance possible of the Holistic System in 
Colombian society where we have influence and we are ready to support the implementation 
of these measures.  
 
We affirm the importance of the symbolic character of searching for the disappeared in 
Colombia´s conflict. Returning the remains of the disappeared to their loved ones in a 
dignified manner is valued in the diverse spiritualities such as those found in DiPaz and across 
Colombia. Because of this we offer to conduct religious services, liturgies and psychosocial 
and pastoral accompaniment for those who require it during these acts of truth and justice.   
 
The agreement on Verification of the bilateral ceasefire, definitive cessation of hostilities and 
laying down of weapons affirms the role we have played as part of the Social Verification of 
the unilateral ceasefire in which we have participated for the past six months. The decision to 
ask the United Nations and CELAC to monitor the ceasefire as unarmed international 
observers strengthens our commitment to nonviolent action based on Jesus’ gospel of peace. 
 
We believe this verification model to be the fruit of lessons learned in other countries that 
have suffered internal armed conflicts and where we as churches and church-based 
organizations have also participated and learned. For this reason we state our interest in and 
offer our services in community-based social verification, in the hope of contributing to this 
important work that moves us toward the end of the armed conflict. 
 
However, moving toward the end of the armed conflict must go hand in hand with effective 
dismantling of paramilitarism and unjust laws that stand in the way of just land distribution. 
In this regard we state our serious concern over patterns that indicate a growth of 
paramilitarism in certain regions of Colombia. 
 

On the other hand we call on the Colombian Government and FARC-EP to continue to 
advance on the remaining items from the partial agreements, in particular those relating to 
Holistic Agrarian Development. Foreign land purchases, the consolidation of large estates 
(latifundio) and food security are sensitive issues for the Colombian people and their solution, 



	

3	
	

based on our Gospel understanding of justice, will be the foundation on which a stable and 
lasting peace must be built. It would be a sign of hope for President Juan Manuel Santos to 
abstain from signing the Rural Economic and Social Interest Zones (Zidres) law that goes 
against the agreements on Holistic Agrarian Development. We persist in the call of the 
prophet Isaiah to those who usurp the land: “Woe to you who add house to house and join 
field to field till no space is left and you live alone in the land.” (Isaiah 5:8) 
 
As stated above, we affirm the progress that has been made in the agreements. Recognizing 
this important moment for the peace dialogs as DiPaz we would like to request a meeting with 
the delegations of the Colombian Government and the FARC-EP to express our affirmation of 
the process and to further discuss where we as DiPaz may be able to accompany the 
implementation and peacebuilding phase. 
 
Lastly, based on hope, the steps forward that these recent agreements represent and on the 
living memory of Camilo Torres, the priest who so often called us to unity, we encourage the 
National Liberation Army – ELN and the Colombian Government to officially initiate peace 
dialogs. We believe that this crucial step by the ELN and the government would reaffirm the 
progress that has been made and expand this opportune time through which we are living as a 
country. 
 
 
Sincerely yours,	
Interchurch Dialog for Peace - DiPaz 

	


